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The BIGGEST NEWS this month is ATARI’S 
announcements of a whole new redesigned ST 
line, a laser printer, and an IBM COMPATIBLE 
computer... See all the details inside, as we 
recap the excitement of the WINTER CUNSUMER 
ELECTRONICS SHOW from LAS VEGAS. 

ATARI STOCK WATCH: Nearly three months after 

the introduction of 4.5 million shares of 
common stock (all sold on the FIRST DAY of 
release at about ♦11.50), ATARI stock is over 
♦20 a share. Trading has been heavy in the 
AMERICAN STOCK EXCHANGE, typically around 
100,000 shares trading per day. The 
announcements at the LAS VEGAS CES of the new 
products gave the stock a spurt of action that 
took it over ^20 from the ♦16-^18 it had been 
for a few weeks. That’s nearly doubling in a 
quarter year! Have you picked a color for your 
new Mercedes yet? 

GRAND RAPIDS joins MID-MICHIGAN ATARI MAGAZINE; 
MID— MICHIGAN MAGAZINE to undergo changes; read 
about them in the PUBLISHERS PAGE. 

ANTIC ONLINE (an electronic news service that 
was/was not/is presented as part of COMPUSERVE 
INFORMATION SERVICES) apparently resolved its 
differences with CIS. It is back after an 
announcement this fall that it was leaving the 
service. There is a "new look" and promises of 
more and better features to come, all on CIS. 

No explanation has been circulated as to what 
the flap was all about. Many ATARI club 
newsletters rely heavily on ANTIC ONLINE for 
information, and are happy to see things 
patched up. 



PC PURSUIT (a service that allows unlimited 
night calling to long distance BBS’s for ^25 
flat rate per month) has just added 11 more 
area codes, bringing their coverage for calling 
to 25 major areas, 42 % of the country. There 
are plans to add more during 1987. Although 
Michigan’s 313 area code IS included and the 
517 and 616 ARE NOT included, most parts of 
Michigan CAN get the service to call INTO the 
other areas. For more information, call PC 
PURSUIT at (800) 368-4215. 

Meanwhile, our government is considering 
re— regulation of "packet telecommunication 
services" that, if approved, may make services 
like COMPUSERVE and particularly PC PURSUIT too 
expensive to operate. Now under consideration 
are proposals that would let the formerly BELL 
companies charge service rates to competitors 
for packet service (that’s the computer 
communication circuits) instead of the free 
access they are now required to provide. The 
current system was devised to encourage 
competition and lower rates; the "big guys" 
want to reverse this to restructure their 
profit ratios. The additional charges could be 
around ^4.00 an hour by some estimates... and 
DOUBLE that for PC PURSUIT (since it has TWO 
accesses per call, one at each end of the 
long-distance link). You can still tell your 
representatives what you think... do it NOW 
since this proposal looks like it may be passed 
in FEBRUARY! Write to: Honorable Mark Fowler, 

Chairman of the Federal Communications 
Commission, Washington D.C. 20554. Refer to 
"Computer Inquiry III" in your letters. State 
clearly, in your own words, that competitive 
packet switching services should not be 
reregulated or subjected to carrier access 
charges, and then explain why not. If this 
proposal passes, prepare to give up 
telecommunications services and cheap long 
distance access. 
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CASTLE 

COMMUNICATIONS 



1716 E. Hichigan Ave. Mon. -Fri. 10-7 

Lansing MI 48912 Sat. 10-6 

ph. 517-371-4321 



Selling and supporting Atari lines for over four years. Carrying a couplets 
line of software at reasonable prices. Me are your Atari Headquarters — give us 
a call and check our prices and knowledge. 



65XE 64K computer 




• 

• 


$ 


99.00 


C. Itoh 8510 Prowriter 


$429.00 


130XS 128K computer 




§ 

• 


$ 


149.00 


C. Itoh C310 Prowriter 


$529.00 


1050 disk drives 




• 

• 


$ 


149.00 


Silver Reed EXP550 


$199.00 


XM301 300bps modem 




• 

• 


$ 


44.95 


Prowriter Ribbons 


8 


4.95 


520ST Color Package 


* 


• 

• 


$ 


895.00 


Surge suppressors 


$ 


17.95 


520ST Mono package 


* 


• 

• 


8 


695. 00 


10-5. 25" floppies 


$ 


9.95 


1040ST Color package 


* 


• 

• 


$1195.00 


10-3.50” floppies 


$ 


19.95 


1040ST Mono package 


*: 


$ 


995. 00 


5.25--50 flip’n’file 


$ 


8.95 


800XL dust covers 




• 

• 


8 


8.95 


3. 50"-30 flip* n f file 


$ 


14.95 


4 








8-bit 


Software 






Sargon III 






$ 


19.95 


Kennedy Approach 


$ 


19.95 


Hitchhiker's Guide 






$ 


14.95 


Spies Demise 


$ 


19.95 


Goonies 






$ 


14.95 


Dimension X 


$ 


19.95 


Karateka 






$ 


24.95 


F-15 Strike Eagle 


$ 


19.95 


Basic XE 
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69.95 


Mad Spy vs. Spy 


$ 


19.95 










ST Software 






Thunder 






$ 


34.95 


Arena 


$ 


39.95 


Hex 






$ 


19.95 


Alternate Reality 


8 


39.95 


ST Copy v. 3.0 






$ 


34.95 


Hippo Computer Almanac 


$ 


19.95 


LDW Basic Compiler 






$ 


69.95 


Flight Simulator II 


S 


44.95 



If you purchase over $100.00 worth of itens at any one time with us you are 
qualified for the CASTLE DISCOUNT. The Castle Discount gives you 10% off of 
our price on anything in the store except hardware. 

* This is a package item call for details on the package. 








MID— MICHIGAN ATARI MAGAZINE is an independent 
newsletter published by the Capitol Hill Atari 
Owner’s Society and is not affiliated in any 
way with Atari Corporation- Atari, the Fuji 
symbol and the names of various Atari computer 
equipment are trademarks of Atari Corporation. 

This publication is the official newsletter of 
several independent groups of Atari 8-bit and 
16-bit computer users. It is intended for the 
information and education of their members as 
well as the dissemination of Atari related 
information. Opinions expressed in this 
publication are those of the respective author 
and are not in any way official opinions of the 
associated user groups. 

Other non-commercial USER GROUPS are granted 
permission to reprint articles from this 
magazine provided credit is given to the 
respective author as well as to the 
Mid— Michigan Atari Magazine. Most original 
files are available from the C.H.A.O.S. BBS 
upon request, and also appear in DL7 on 
COMPUSERVE for downloading. 

Subscriptions to the Mid— Michigan Atari 
Magazine are included with memberships in any 
of the participating clubs, or directly from 
the MAGAZINE for *12.00 per year to addresses 
in the U.S. Use the address below for 
subscriptions and inquiries. 

SUBMISSIONS 

Submissions from readers are encouraged. If 
passible, please make your submissions by 
electronic means. Submissions are accepted on 
the C.H.A.O.S. BBS (517-371-1106), or on 
disk-by mail or by giving a disk to an Editor. 

All submissions must be received by the 20th to 
be considered for the next month’s issue. 

NOTES TO OTHER CLUBS 

Please be certain that you are mailing to the 
correct address (be sure which club it is that 
is exchanging this magazine with you.') (See 
below) and NOT to the return mail address. 
Exchanges of newsletters are encouraged. 

C.H.A.Q.S. 

Mid-Michigan Atari Magazine 
P0 Box 16132 
Lansing, MI 48901 

We are also soliciting other Michigan Atari 
clubs for affiliation with the Mid— Michigan 
Atari Magazine. We can offer MORE total pages 
and LOWER production costs per copy, with no 
loss in your local input. Contact C.H.A.O.S. 
for more information. 



^Editor's flote 

WE NEED ADS!?! 

Rich Barnes 
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PUBLISHERS PAGE 
JOHN NAGY, CJ-UU1.S. 

(517) 487-5646 

This is the FINAL ISSUE of MID-MICHIGAN ATARI 
MAGAZINE!!!! 

Don’t panic. March 1987 will bring the FIRST 
issue of MICHIGAN ATARI MAGAZINE... a subtle 
but important change. Another change will be 
(I HOPE!!!) increased size and a cover price of 
*1.50. There are no current plans to change 
the costs to the clubs. 




MUTLTIPLE CHOICES IN THIS PICTURE, THE 
MID-MICHIGAN ATARI MAGAZINE EDITOR IS HAVING IT 
EXPLAINED TO HIM THAT: 

1. He can’t call after 10 PM. 

2. There are too many CLUB pages. 

3. There’s not enough CLUB pages. 

4. There are not enough technical articles. 

5. There are not enough beginner articles. 

6. There are too many 8-bit articles. 

7. There are too many ST articles. 

8. The deadline is too early. 

9. The delivery date is too late. 

10. He cut an article he shouldn’t have. 

11. He ran an article he shouldn’t have. 

12. Even as a volunteer, he overcharges. 

13. ALL OF THE ABOVE. 



A 
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I hope to arrange some kind of conference tor 
all the contributing clubs in the near future 
to sound out what you all want from the 
MAGAZINE. The more I talk to many club 
leaders, the more I am amazed at the very 
differnet perspectives and expectations they 
all have. Maybe if we got together we could 
see each others needs more clearly... and maybe 
our own, too. With any endevor of this size, 
there are always problems. I really don't mind 
hearing complaints about what went in, what 
didn't go in, what came late, etc., because 
thats how we find out what to do next... But 
SO MANY comments are in direct contradiction 
with each other! 

Things are actually going fairly well, and even 
the complaints I get (dramatized in the cartoon 
above) are usually coupled with compliments in 
general. We ARE trying to satisfy you. Our 
enjoyment of the project (and therefore, our 
committment) depends on it! 

Next month we will also be welcoming our EIGHTH 
club, as GRAND RAPIDS joins us and swells our 
subscriber circulation to well over 700. This 
addition may be the last for a while, as the 
size and costs of the magazine continue to 
climb out of reach. We MAY add some smaller 
clubs and allow them each a single column for 
local information and contact people... or just 
encourage group rate subscriptions. What do 
YOU think is best? 

As we have grown, the "MID" just seemed to get 
in the way. Rich Barnes is now asking when we 
plan to add clubs in INDIANA and OHIO (we in 
■fact got a few of those requests!). I just ask 
him how "WESTERN HEMISPHERE ATARI MAGAZINE" 
stikes him... 

The next major accomplishments I hope for are 
stabilizing our advertising, then going after 
significant out-of— area subscriptions as well 
as counter sales. 



3.1, since the DOC for 3.0 was already 
released. There have been some delays, but 
expect the new versions at almost any time. 

It seems the SUPRA hard drives for the ST are 
out selling the ATARI brand hard drives by 
quite a margin. It may be more marketing and 
cosmetics than price or performance. The SUPRA 
is based on a 3 1/2" drive, considerably 
smaller than the ATARI 5 1/4" unit. Another 
reason may be that SUPRA has had much more 
advertising. 

Speaking of SUPRA ADVERTISING, we have seen 
full page ads for their ST HARD DRIVE in MANY 
club newsletters around the country. MANY. 

Yet when we have called them about advertising 
with MID-MICHIGAN ATARI MAGAZINE, they have 
REPEATEDLY told our reps that "Oh, we DON'T PAY 
for those, the clubs just run them for their 
information value." Is this an outright lie?^ 

When pinned on specifics, they back down a bit- 
"CURRENT NOTES? Oh yeah, we DID advertise 
there... but that's the only one..." Let me 
name a dozen others. Or, better, let me name 
some one who is sure NOT to believe anything 
else we hear from SUPRA... 

ATARI ST COLOR MONITORS are not all created 
equal. There are at least two distinctly 
different versions by different manufacturers, 
and maybe more. And the picture quality is not 
equal either. It seems the OLDER monitors are 
noticably sharper. BE AWARE of what you get! 
Shop around. 

THUNDER!, a terriffic word processor accessory 
for spell checking and more, will NOT WORK with 
1ST WORD... sorta. Actually, it will not work 
in the ACCESSORY mode with REFORMATTED 1ST WORD 
files, since the extra spaces the formatiing 
puts in the file mess up THUNDER!'s operation. 

So, use it in GEM mode, and it should perform 
fine. 



What's on YOUR mind? Lets get together on it 
SOON! 




Rumors 



DISK DRIVE PROBLEMS have been reported on the 
internal drive in the 1040 ST. Although ATARI 
only rates their drive for 80 sectors, most 
drives are CAPABLE of accessing more. VIP and 
other programs force the drive to go beyond the 
80th sector, and SOME machines just can't do 
it. ATARI says it's not their problem, since 
they published the specs- VIP says get a 
different drive. Cute. 



EXPRESS! 1030 version 3.0 will not be released. 
Before you panic, it's only because author of 
the increadibly popular public domain terminal 
software, KEITH LEDBETTER, plans to go directly 
to version 3.1. The entire line of EXPRESS! 
programs (for the 850 type HAYES, the 
1030/XM301, and the MPP) were to be configured 
the same for a new version #3.0. The one for 
the 850 was released in the early fall, to be 
followed in short order by the 1030 and MPP 
versions. However, Keith decided to included 
improved XMODEM and YM0DEM routines and call it 



At the other end of the spectrum: ATARI showed 
a new CASSETTE drive at the CES... YIKE. 
Actually, tape is POPULAR overseas, where the 
cost of a disk system is much higher than 
stateside. One company offers an upgrade 
called "RAMBIT" (sound familiar?) that is 
actually for increasing the tape data transfer 
rate from the normal 600 baud up to 3600 baud. 
IMAGINE! Tape loads of worthwile sized 
programs in well under fifteen minutes! It 
costs 18 pounds. 
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CAPITOL HILL 
ATARI OUJAGRS SOCIETY 
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C.H.A.O.S. is the CAPITOL HILL ATARI OWNERS 
SOCIETY, serving the ATARI community of the 
Lansing, Michigan area. The CAMPUS HILL ATARI 
OWNERS SOCIETY is the Michigan State University 
chapter o-f C.H.A.O.S. 

Membership dues are *12.00 per year and entitle 
the member to a 1 year subscription to the 
Mid-Michigan Atari Magazine, a free disk from 
our regular library, access to our other 
libraries and facilities as well as access to 
our other resources. 

Dues may be paid at any regular C.H.A.O.S. 
meeting or by mail. If not using an official 
Membership Application, please include your 
Name, Address, Phone and a list of your 
equipment and interests. 

Sysop John Nagy and C.H.A.O.S. invite you to 
call one of the country’s finest BBS’s at (517) 
371-1106, 24 hours a day at 300/1200 baud. 

(AT ASCII/ ASCII) 



ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICERS OF C.H.A.O.S. 



Position 


Name 


Phone # 


President 


Leo Sell 


349-0404 


Vice President 


John Nagy 


487-5646 


Sec ’ y-Treasurer 


Gary Ferris 


393-2593 


3-bit fteo. 


Adam Slonim 


485-7348 


16-0 it Rep. 


Jonn Johnson 


355-421? 


Membership Coord. 


Gary Ferris 


393-2593 


Library Manager 


John Baker 


641-4430 


Asst. Librarian 


Malcolm Cleveland 


485-6743 


Asst. Librarian 


Sally Nagy 


484-1976 


ST Librarian 


Mark Smatners 


627-3590 


Publ . Li brar i an 


Richard Evans 


351-2381 


Program Coord. 


Guv Hurt 


484-7675 


ST SIG Coord. 


Brian Goluska 


332-4415 


BBS System Oo. 


Jonn Nagy 


437-5646 


BBS Librarian 


John Baker 


641-4430 


C.H.A.O.S. Editor 


Jeff Bone 


321-5510 



Inquiries regarding C.H.A.O.S., mail orders, 
memberships and etc, should be sent to: 



C.H.A.O.S. 

P0 Box 16132 




Presidentiol 

oddress 



by Leo Sell 



Lansing, MI 48901 

Meetings take place on the 2nd and 3rd 
Saturdays of each month, at the MSU 
Physics-Astronomy Building, Physics Road, Room 
118. Meetings begin at 10:00 am sharp and last 
until 1:00 pm. 

S.T.IN.G. (S.T. INterest Group), for Atari ST 
owners, meets on the SECOND Saturday of the 
month. 

The General meeting, for 8-bit Atari owners, 
takes place on the THIRD Saturday of each 
month. DIRECTIONS TO MEETING PLACE: 

East Grand River to the Collingwood Entrance 
for MSU. The first available left turn is 
Physics Rd. The Physics-Astronomy Building is 
about 1 block from the corner, on the right 
hand side. Park in the gated lot just past the 
building. 

Illegal copying and any violation of copyright 
laws are not condoned or allowed at any 
C.H.A.O.S. sponsored function, nor are allowed 
on the club BBS. 



Here it is February already. We’re in the 
midst of the weather that keeps us inside at 
our keyboards doing all kinds of constructive 
things. Like learning a new programming 
language, or a new database, or a new 
adventure. You don’t have cabin fever if you 
have an Atari!! 

Things continue to improve within the club. 

New additions are being made to the public 
domain libraries (both 8 and 16 bit). The same 
is true of the publications library. We are 
taking steps to broaden our resource material 
so that we will have more ST related 
publications. And the newsletter continues to 
grow and improve. Of course, all of these 
things are opportunities for you to get 
involved and help out. For instance, we need 
an ST owner/member to help out by taking 
responsibility for the ST portion of the 
publications library. Ideally, the ST specific 
books and magazines, and the more general 
materials that relate to both 8 and 16 bit, 
will be at the ST meeting. So step forward and 
volunteer. 



rmd nmchigan atari magazine 5 february 1987 





JANUARY ST-UTTERINGS 
by Brian Goluska 



use the first 9 pin connector, the one -farthest 
■from the printer connection. The other 850 
ports require extra pins. From the 850 9 pin 
connector, use pin 3 to pin 3 of the ST 
connector, pin 4 to pin 2, and pin 5 to pin 7. 

So the 850 side uses 3, 4, 5, to pins 3, 2, 7 
of the ST side. 



The ST special interest group of CHAOS meets 
the 2nd Saturday of each month, at the 
Physics-Astronomy building of MSU. See the 
CHAOS title page for directions. 

Fifteen ST users braved the snowstorm to attend 
the January meeting. Since last meeting we 
learned how to use the overhead viewing system, 
so that the ST video could be displayed on the 
dozens of overhead TV sets. Quality is 
noticeably less than a color monitor, but the 
ease of viewing from anywhere in the room is 
nice. A VCR, 2 standard Atari to TV boxes, and 
several other cables were required make the 
connection. We are still going to try to find 
a simpler cabling method. 

Mark Sraathers had his upgraded 520 ST (1 Meg), 
and he demonstrated CRYSTAL (from Antic) and 
MICRO MANAGER (from Blue Moon products). Both 
of these commercial products are productivity 
tools. For instance, among other functions, 
CRYSTAL allows a disk to be formatted without 
going back to the desktop. This is a boon to 
anyone who has ever been in the middle of a 
long article or drawing, and realized that they 
had no formatted disks ready to do a save. 

MACRO MANAGER allows functions like index card 
files (maybe for a phone list), calculation, 
and notepad. As always, Mark takes great care 
in setting up his ST working environment, 
making best use of ramdisks and desk 
accessories to automate desktop housekeeping. 

John Johnson showed TWO ON TWO BASKETBALL 
(Gamestar), and Chet Kapusinski drove the spy’s 
car in MAJOR MOTION (Michtron). Along with the 
demos, discussion continued on mail order 
vendors, prices, bulletin boards and modems. 
Atari’s CES announcements are exciting (I want 
4 Meg!), but they’re covered elsewhere in this 
magazine. 

This months tech tip from the meeting concerns 
hardwares 

Andy Behm said he was having problems 
transferring files from his 8-bit Atari to an 
IBM PC, using a serial cable. This should work 
using pin 2 to pin 3, pin 3 to pin 2, and pin 7 
in the cable, and tying pins 6, 8, and 20 at 
the IBM end of the cable. A similar cable will 
work for the IBM to the ST, or between 2 ST’s 
(for 2 ST’s you don’t need to tie 6, 8, and 20, 
just cross 2 and 3 and use 7 straight to 7). 




By John Baker 

Forty three zillion and twenty five. That’s 
how many people showed up for the December 
meeting. The half-price disk sale was a HUGE 
success with thousands of regular library and 
*1.00 special Christmas disks being snapped 
up. 

All kidding aside, the library sales have been 
an integral part of the ongoing project to 
offer more benefits to our members. The *12.00 
yearly membership fee basically handles the 
newsletter costs and miscellaneous expenses. 

The bulk of the clubs operating revenue is 
generated by library sales, and 
hardware/sof tware sales. The club’s library 
equipment (computer, drive, etc.) and BBS 
equipment (hardware, software, phone bill, 
etc.) are all paid with income -from these 
sales. 

Now I guess it’s time for a little library 
news. We will be getting the new library 
listing to you as soon as possible. It appears 
that they will be mailed out separately instead 
of being inserted in the newsletter. The 
listing gets bigger at each printing, and it’s 
a just a few pages shy of the size of a Sears 
catalog. 

Several changes were made from the previous 
listing to better facillitate library sections. 

First, Koala Pics and AMS Music files are in 
separate sections. Print Shop Icon disks are 
also separate. We are up to 5 icon disks now 
with another one in the works. Graphic demos 
and sound/music demos are listed only by name 
and sector count. This will prove to be much 
more meaningful. Some disks were dropped or 
replaced by other disks, while some disk 
numbers were switched around to work with our 
new system. Also our complete selection of 
Analog and Antic disks are fully listed by 
month/year and sectors. Previous Disks of the 
Month, as well as Bonus or Feature disks are 
also listed. I think you will find this the 
complete, and comprehensive listing available. 



If you’re using the Atari 850 interface to 
connect an Atari 8-bit to an ST, make sure to 
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We also want to start encouraging more help and 
cooperation between corresponding jobs in both 
groups, such as the Disk Libraries and the 
Publications Library. Coordination and 
cooperation will serve everyone as we continue 
to grow. 

Another bit of club business to discuss is the 
upcoming election of officers. The March 8-Bit 
meeting is the date of the Annual Meeting o-f 
CHAOS wherein we elect o-f-ficers for the coming 
year. It is important to be there so that your 
feelings may be made known and your vote 
recorded. The ST owners will elect their 
Member — at-Large‘ at their March meeting. The 
8-Bit Member — at-Large, as well as the rest of 
the officers, will be elected at the M*rch 
8-Bit meeting. Of course, it will likely be 
the other way around next year if the ST 
membership continues to grow as it has been. 

See you there!!! 



I demonstrated the COVOX VOICEMASTER, a device 
to allow digital sound recording and playback 
on the 8-bit ATARI. It also is capable of 
voice RECOGNITION and can be easily programmed 
in BASIC. It sparked a lot of imaginations as 
it played a demo no-hands game of blackjack, 
speaking back to me in response to my verbal 
bets. (I lost as usual... at least it didn’t 
digitally laugh at me.) 

Program co— ordinator Guy Hurt announced that he 
will have a special "audience participation" 
contest at the next meeting, Saturday, February 
21, at 10 A.M. Don’t miss it! 




Telecom 
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THE CHAOS DOWNLOAD 
By John Nagy 

No, the hard drive is NOT online yet. But it 
IS sitting on my desk... As I write, I have not 
yet received the MIO box from ICD Corp.... but 
they say anyday now. 



8-Bit Minutes 

By John Nagy (since Gary Ferris thought it was 
more important to go to work than to come to 
the meeting.... Twice now! Talk about 
priorities' SHEESH!) 

About 65 people came to the CHAOS 8— bit meeting 
on Saturday, January 17. Many new and renewal 
members were signed up. Discussion was hot and 
long about the new machines ATARI announced at 
the Las Vegas CES, while a new disk showing CPR 
and other first aid methods was shown above. 

(The news was very exciting but no one needed 
rescusitation.) Also discussed were the 
pitfalls and benefits of MAIL ORDER. 

John Baker showed the DISK OF THE MONTH, one he 
shamelessly prepared WEEKS before the 
meeting... depriving the audience from the 
ADVENTURE of wondering if it would be completed 
before the half-time break. He later also gave 



There HAVE been lots of new additions to the 
CHAOS BBS software though... like a counter in 
each message that tells you how may times it 
has been read completely, whether it is a reply 
and to what message, and whether there are 
replies to the message you are reading. You 
can also now see who the last several callers 
were and what they had to say. In just a bit, 
you will also see where they called from. 

I have tried to adapt and include the best 
features of every BBS system I have seen into 
CHAOS. More are on the way. 

Here’s a tip that is seldom used but often 
handys you can DELETE the message you are 
reading and REPLY to it in ONE STEP by entering 
"D;R" when you are at the bottom of the 
message. 

Til next month, SEE YA IN CHAT! Call us 24 
hours a day at (517) 371-1106. 



a very complete demo of the outstanding game 
"DANDY", which plays almost exactly like the 
recent arcade hit "SCORCERER" but predates it. 
"DANDY" will let up to four people play 
simultaneously in team or -free— for — all action. 
It was included as a BONUS DISK OF THE MONTH 
for subscribers, and is available now in the 
CHAOS Library. 

Richard Evans did a review and demo of the old 
word processing favorite of many, LETTER 
PERFECT, and showed what the ACE-80 cartridge 
could do to make a true 80 column display for 






Support your ATARI Clubs! ! 
Attend the Monthly Meetings, 
Take part in the projects, 

and gour use and enjognent 

o f your ATARI will grow with 
your knowlege and experience! 

GREAT CLUBS are part of what 

wakes POHER without the PRICE 

wore than just another Motto • 



use with it. 
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STATE STREET 

COMPUTER 

(formerly Chelsea Computer) 

334 South State Street, 663-0090 

Robin Warner, proprietor 

Your Headquarters For 



COMPUTER SUPPLIES 



Joysticks 

Head Cleaning Kits 
Printer Ribbons & Paper 
Surge Suppressors 
Printer Stands 



Wide Selection of Disk 
Holders 

Velcro Disk Carriers 
Amiga & Atari Computer 
Guides 



* 



All Sizes of Floppy Disks * 
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meeting 
minutes 

REPORT ON 1/13/87 MEETING 
BY MIKE QLIN 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 by Mike 
Pieronek while the "China Dolls" demo was being 
displayed on an ST. The first several minutes 
were spent fielding comments on our involvement 
with the Mid-Michigan Atari Magazine. Response 
from the membership was overwhelmingly favorable 
with the possible exception of one member who 
did not receive his copy. 

Craig Harvey discussed and demonstrated the 
Modula II programming language for the ST and 
commented that a large Ramdisk is helpful during 
the compiling routine. This makes it more 
attractive for use in the 1 meg machine vs. the 
520K ST. Craig discussed his adventures in 
installing the "EasieST" 1 meg upgrade. It can 
be ordered for $185 and, for an additional $15, 
will come with sockets that will allow future 
upgrades to 4 megabytes. He indicated he has 
very little experience in such pro jects and had 
completed it in about 45 minutes. No soldering 
was required and the documentation was very 
good. He also noted that it failed completely 
in less than 2 days, causing his Clear Thinking 
BBS to crash and that the EasieST upgrade is now 
in-transit, being returned to the manuf acturer. 

Bob Carlini discussed the ".Arc" 
f lie-compression program. He noted the newer 
version is menu driven and is a massive 
improvement over the original IBM version. Bob 
demonstrated "Puzzler" from Compute, which will 
scramble a graphic screen into 100 segments and 
the user attempts to reassemble it. It has 3 
levels: Easy ("Hard"), Medium ("Very Hard"), and 
Hard ("Impossible"). Bob also showed the "Shiny 
Bubbles" ST demo which got its usual round of 
oohs and ahhs. There were also demonstrations 
of "Shanghai" and "Flight Simulator" for the ST 
by Pete Lambeck. 



1200 baud modem, the soon-to-be released Atari 
PC and the MEGA ST with detached keyboard. 

Doug Feldman demonstrated a database program 
that he wrote for the 8-bit. It is composed of 
BASIC programming that is peppered with a 
variety of ML subroutines that take advantage of 
the Atari's ability to handle unlimited string 
length. The program takes approximately 8K of 
memory leaving more than 22K for data space. 

The ML routines are used to speed up disk 1/0 
and the sort commands. This program is now in 
the disk library (# W032» and includes some 
documentation files. 

Mike Pieronek demonstrated "SYNfile" by Synapse. 
He feels this is an excellent and versatile 
database but was less than pleased with the 
documentation. However it comes with an 
acceptable tutorial on the back of the disk. He 
strongly recommends backing up the data disks as 
this program accesses the disk drive often. 

The ST library is now a reality with disks 
containing desk-top accessories, games, the ARC 
files, formatters, the Apple IIGS interpreter, 
picture files, clock/calendar accessories, 
editors and "The Splitter." Disks are sold for 
$5 only to persons with active memberships. 

mDisk 

lYJ Library 

□ne of the most amazing public domain programs 
to become available for Atari XL/XE computers is 
Turbo Basic. This program was communicated to 
the USA by Atari user groups in Holland and 
Germany. Now, there is the Turbo Compiler. 

This program was also written for public domain 
by Frank Qstrowski. This utility will speed up 
the execution of Atari Basic programs 10 to 15 
times. It will even increase the speed of Turbo 
Basic programs 3 times. The Turbo Compiler and 
the companion RUNTIME program will only work on 
XL/XE Ataris. 




Fred Kandah passed around copies of several An obvious clue to the origins of these two new 

press releases regarding Atari’s involvement in programs are that all the command prompts are 

the recent CES Expo in Las Vegas. The big news written in German. However, do not fear, a 

is the release of the Atari laser printer, the complete documentation file is also available. 
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Sigs Available: 



The Turbo Compiler appears to accept almost any 
legal Atari Basic coding. Thus, it does not 
have any problem with certain types o-f program 
commands or require any unique sequence o-f 
program statements. The only problems noted are 
with the use o-f the ’END’ command and the use of 
two FOR commands before one NEXT command 
appears. 

The obvious result of this programming 
innovation is the Turbo-charging of all your 
favorite Atari Basic programs. A complete Turbo 
Compiler Disk will be available in the WAUG Disk 
Library (# W031). 

In my limited personal experience with Turbo 
Basic, I have found that it is entirely 
incompatible with two of my most frequently used 
utilities: Sparta DOS (all versions) and the G: 
Device graphics printing handler from Analog 
Magazine. I would appreciate hearing of other 
successful uses and / or incompatibilities with 
the Turbo Basic and Turbo Compiler system. 

At the February 10 meeting, we will unveil 
several new 8-bit disks submitted by A.L. Jones 
and Harry Price (thanks alot !’). 



Telecom 

COUNTRY PEDDLER BBS 
Sysops Bob & Derek Fritz 

313-449-8544 Whitmore Lake (24 hr, 300/1200) 

This BBS is one of the longest running and most 
widely accessed systems in Southeast Michigan. 
The software may have been a primitive AMIS 
clone at the beginning, but now it has been 
extremely modified and enhanced by the sysops. 
Some of the newer features include an on-line 




1) Lounge - for messages and files that don’t 
relate to any other Sig in particular. For 
instance, files that include other BBS numbers. 

2) Atari ST — the files here are runable 
programs and documentation for them. Check for 
uncompiled source code in sig 4. 

3) Atari 8 bit — Files here are divided into 
ones related to the mind, utilities, games, 
demos, and pictures. 

4) Pascal/Modula 2 — Currently I do most of my 
programming in Kyan Pascal on the 8 bits, and 
TDI Modula-2 on the ST (which is very similar to 
Pascal). So here you’ll find source code from 
me and from anywhere else I find it. 

5) Clear Thinking - The subject of the 
mind/spirit and the abilities thereof fascinates 
me. I have a good bit of training in some 
methods of counseling to improve these 
capabilities, but I know there are a lot of 
other approaches that I know nothing of. Got 
any recommended reading? Insights you’re willing 
to share? Questions? Hypotheses? ... 

Files include book reviews and will include a 
list of sources of info on various relevant 
topics. 

6) F antasy — This, for some strange reason, has 
been the most active Sig on the BBS 
(message-wise, since it has no file section). 

The ONLY rule in this Sig is: No real names. 

This means to get access to the Fantasy Sig you 
need to log on with an unreal name and leave me 
a request for access. Check it out, but I am 
not responsible for whatever weird conversations 
you find. 



MOLIN’S DEN BBS Sysop Mike Qlin 
313-420-0407 in Northville (24 hr, 300/1200) 



role playing fantasy game and special 
information Databases. 

The Country Peddler BBS is also the 
communications link to the best and most 
convenient Atari 8-bit and ST repair service in 
Michigan. This is the famous CP REPAIR SERVICE. 
Leave a message with your phone number and Bob 
will get back to you within 24 hours. Pick up 
and delivery are included within a 30 mile 
radius of Whitmore Lake. 



THE CLEAR THINKING BBS: Sysop Craig Harvey 

313-761-2444 in Ann Arbor (24 hrs, 300/1200) 

Hardware: Atari 520 ST (soon to be 1 meg) 

820K disk drive for up/downloads 
Ramdisk for info & messages 



You enter the house into the living-room. Mike 
is sitting on the couch ignoring that the TV is 
on. He’s probably reading another Atari 
magazine or book. You cross the room, make a 
left, go down the foyer, another left and YOU’RE 
HERE! 

Hi* My name is Mortimer and I live in MOLIN’S 
DEN. I was a figment of Mike’s imagination 
almost from the day he got his first modem and I 
sprung to life on June 1, 1986. I started out 
as a 256K 800XL running the MACE AMIS1200.BBS 
software using a SmarTEAM 300/212a modem. I was 
an average and normal child (I was wearing a 
30-sector buffer back then...) I soon got mixed 
up with the SpartaDOS gang from ICD and started 
hanging around with BASIC XL and the next thing 
ya know I’m a 59-sector brute* And after I got 
to know some more about the S-D0S gang, I jumped 



Software: Michtron BBS 2.0 up to 75 sectors without hardly even trying. 
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Well, not everything was going great guns. If 
an adolescent computer could have acne, wouldn't 
ya know I'd get it? It would appear as 
phone-line noise and make little pimples all 
over my monitor. I used to get so mad at my mom 
(Ma Bell to you, if you don't mind!) 'cause she 
always said “Too bad, maybe you'll outgrow it 
someday." 

Then it happened! With the help of a very good 
friend, (Some of you may have known FRED, aka 
Mike Mitchell). I climbed out of my old dark 
home and into a moderately furnished 320K XE. 

Let me tell you that was a turning point in my 
life! I still hang around with those folks from 
ICD and have made some new friends in the OSS 
gang. I know BASIC XE will be a friend for 
life! And as a young adult computer in this 
highly competitive BBS world, I am proud to ask 
people if they'd like to see my buffer! At 
nearly 200 sectors, I can perform all night and 
be fresh as a daisy in the morning! And to top 
it all off, I outgrew my acne troubles when I 
rid myself of the SmarTEAM modem. Who'd have 
guessed the poor thing was the cause of all the 
phone-noise problems that I had been blaming on 
my dear old mom? (The people at TEAM 
Technologies claim to have a fix for this now... 
Time will tell.) So now I’m using a dumb modem 
that does exactly what I tell it to do and I 
couldn't be happier! 

OK, OK. Those of you who know me are having 
trouble with that last line, aren't you? I m 
happy but I could be happier. Mike’s been 
giving me a hard time lately about giving back 
the 1050 disk drives. So I've been considering 
getting an MIO board and that oughta make 
EVERYONE happy. Once again, the gang at ICD 
have the solution! 

Well, that’s enough for now... If you ever get 
in my neck of the woods, stop in to see me and 
tell me all about the BBSs in your area! I’m 
awake 24 hours and I can handle your visit at 
300 or 1200 bps. 



WAUG EXPRESS BBS Sysop Doug Feldman 
313-662-3689 in Ann Arbor (24 hr, 300 baud) 



The Express BBS was written to be very versatile 
and can be configured in an amazing number of 

ways. The general design is best executed using 
the powerful SpartaDOS disk operating system. 
There can be from 1 to 25 message bases and from 
1 to 8 upload/download directories. If desired, 
almost the entire system can be executed within 
a RAMDISK. The WAUG BBS is currently running 
off one DD drive and a 256K Ramdisk. There are 
currently 4 message bases: General, WAUG Topics, 
Download Index and Opinions. 

Two popular features are the Quickscan message 
retrieval command and the EMAIL message system. 
All callers who wish to participate are issued a 
5 or 6 character password. The password is 
requested at log-on and insures confidentiality 
of receiving and posting in the EMAIL system. 

The BBS also keeps track of the messages each 
caller has read from the public message bases. 

Probably my biggest difficulties in running this 
BBS have been in attempting to modify the system 
after the initial set-up phase was completed. 

There are several 'editors’ and utilities 
provided to modify the BBS but these must be 
executed very carefully. Perhaps the most 
annoying problem occurs when I sometimes forget 
to replace the BBS system disk in Dl: when I log 
off from the local mode. Every time the BBS 
hangs up on a caller or on the sysop, the 
software updates two data files on the system 
disk in Dl:. If this disk is not present upon 
log-off, the current disk is written-over 
instead. This always results in a complete 
destruction of the directory of the disk in Dl:. 

One other small problem is that one of the most 
common commands used in AMIS BBS software is 
'F’=Files. In the Express, the 'F' command is 
used as the Feedback to Sysop command. This 
inevitably causes novice callers to get stuck in 
the message editor. I had to add several lines 
of text to help new callers exit from this mode. 

I can recommend this software to sysops who wish 
to start a BBS that contains many of the newest 
and most popular features available for 8-bit 
systems. It appears to run without sysop 
intervention for long periods of time. I will 
be happy to consult individually with anyone 
trying to set up a BBS using the Express 
software. 



The Express BBS software was written by Keith 

Ledbetter, the author of the excellent and very 
popular series of Express terminal programs. 

There are two versions of the Express BBS. One 
is written for the 1030/XM— 301 modems. There is 
also a version for Hayes compatible modems using FEB 

the 850 interface. Although the main program is MAR 

written in Action, the BBS continually accesses APR 

an extensive set of text files that can be MAY 

easily modified with a standard wordprocessor. JUN 

There is also a file containing over 100 command 
prompts that can be edited with a wordprocessor . 

The prompt file is then 'compiled' with a Basic 
utility supplied on the master disk. 




LIST OF FUTURE WAUG ACTIVITIES: 

10 TELECOMMUNICATIONS St MEET THE SYSOP* 

10 WORD PROCESSORS FOR ST St 8-BIT 

14 ARCADE GAMES MARATHON 

12 LOCAL ATARI SOFTWARE St AUTHORS 

9 FLEA MARKET St OFFICER SELECTIONS 



NO MEETINGS PLANNED FOR JULY St AUGUST 
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HOW TO JOIN WAUG 

Com* to a meeting. WAUG memberships are *10.00 
for 10 meetings. Renewals are *5.00. WAUG 
members receive a mailed copy of our newsletter 
each month and are able to buy disks for *2.00 
from our 8-Bit disk library (*5.00 for our new 
ST library). 



HOW TO CONTACT WAUG ! ! ! 



WAUG EXPRESS BBS: 
CLEAR THINKING BBS: 
MOLIN’ S DEN BBS: 

By Mail: 4 Hermina 



313-662-3689 
313-761-2444 
313-420-0407 
Ct. Ann Arbor 



(300 Baud) 
(1200/300) 
(1200/300) 
, MI 48103 



MAP TO WINES SCHOOL IN ANN ARBOR 
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Wines Elementary School is located on 
Newport Road, just South-West of the M-14 
overpass and 50 feet North of the intersection 
of Newport and Sunset. There is no exit from 
M-14 at Newport Rd. and no exit from West-bound 
1-94 to North-bound M-14. From 1-94, you can 
exit at Jackson Ave, go East to Maple and take 
Maple to Miller. The meetings are held in the 
spacious teacher’s lounge, with a 25 inch color 
monitor and a handy soda-pop vending machine. 




MASHTERAH ATARI USERS' GROUP 
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IF VOU HAVE EQUIPMENT 
TO SEEL, OR ARE E DOMING 
FOR SOMETHING SPECIAL 
IN PHE-OUNED ELECTRONICS, 
SEND A CARD OR LETTER 
I4ITH A DESCRIPTION AND 
VOUR ASKING PRICES. 
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